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	Welcome to this on-line section of MATQ 1099.  I’m Geoff Dean, your instructor.  Here's my contact information:
E-Mail:
geoffrey.dean@kwantlen.net
Phone:
604-598-6061 during office hours

Office Hours:
Tues & Thurs 12:30pm to 3:30pm

Office:
Kwantlen's Cloverdale campus
(Highway 10 and 180th St, Surrey), room C1341
≫ come visit if you can!
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This course will prepare you to succeed in MATH 1112 and in any other first-year Kwantlen course or program that has a math prerequisite – Nursing, Chemistry, Horticulture, etc.
To learn the course material, you’ll use a system called ALEKS, an intelligent on-line learning system.  Check it out at www.aleks.com  (or www.aleks.com/plugin if you’re behind a big firewall.)

What You'll Need for the Course
You'll need a computer with internet access, of course, and with some desk space beside it where you can work out problems – hopefully in a quiet space where you won't be distracted.
You'll need to purchase on-line access to ALEKS.  See Assignment Three on page 2 for ordering instructions. You'll need a credit card.
You'll need pencils or pens, paper that you can do your work on, a notebook in which you can take notes for your future reference, a ruler for graphing, and a simple calculator with a square root key.
Finally, you also need to know the times tables If you have to take time to think about a times table fact, that will slow you down significantly in doing the work in this course.  To get these times tables into your subconscious, I strongly recommend the 12x12 number practice on www.slidermath.com – there's a link to this site from our course's myKwantlen homepage.  Play this game for twenty minutes once or twice a day for a few weeks, and the number facts will get engraved in your brain.
Optional Text:  For your reference and for another point of view on how to do this algebra, I'd recommend Schaum's Outline of Intermediate Algebra by Ray Steege and Kerry Bailey.  It's available at Chapters and Amazon.ca for about $25.  Or check in your local bookstore or library for something similar.  Keep it beside you for reference as you work through the topics in ALEKS.
Assignment one:  fix your Kwantlen e-mail if you haven't already – and check out the resources on file at our myKwantlen site
I'll be posting helpful (I hope) resources on our course's myKwantlen site – my.kwantlen.ca.  You'll also be able to chat with me and your classmates on it.  (This document is posted there too.)

To log on, use your student number for your login name, and – if you haven't changed your password already – use your birthday (in ddmmyy format) for your password.  You can change your password, if you want, after you log in.  (Note that you'll be given a different username by ALEKS.)
Once you're logged on, if you haven't done this already, click on the e-mail icon at the top left to go to the e-mail options page, and then to forwarding, and tell it what your real e-mail address is.  Without this, I can't contact you (except through ALEKS or via your @kwantlen.net address).

Then, back on our course page, check out the list of helpful files and links.

Assignment two:  take a tour of ALEKS

1)  Go to www.aleks.com
2)  Click on "TAKE THE TOUR" on the ALEKS homepage.

3)  On the next page, click on the link to the 2½ -minute  "See ALEKS in Action" video, and watch it.
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	Go to www.aleks.com
(or www.aleks.com/plugin if you’re behind an institutional firewall.).

Under the box for REGISTERED USERS, where it says "NEW USER?" click on

  SIGN UP NOW .
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	On the next page, in the box on the left –  "Using ALEKS with a Class?" –  enter the following course code:
XRDJN-FF6Y4
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When you've entered that, the next page should show the following:
Course:  
1 - preMATQ 1099 – spring 2010
Subject:  
Beginning Algebra*
Instructor:
Mr. Dean

School:

Kwantlen Polytechnic University

(*After the first two weeks, when you've gotten used to the ALEKS system  and refreshed 
your math skills, I'll transfer you over to the Intermediate Algebra course.  There's no 
additional charge for this; you're paying for the time you need, not the specific course.)

On the page after that, you're asked to enter a 20-character access code.  To purchase this, click on the green "purchase an access code on line" link.

	This will bring up a pop-up window:
Click on Higher-Ed 1 - semester (18 weeks).
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	The pop-up will go away, and the following page will come up:
Enter your credit card information and the email address you would like to use with ALEKS.  Then click on  >> Purchase  .

Next you'll be given an access code.
ALEKS will put your access code directly into its system (and might even e-mail it to you), so you don't have to write it down.  But if you want to be safe, write it down. 
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Then ALEKS will ask you for more identifying information.  (Even though you already entered much of your information on the purchasing page, it keeps that info separate from the course pages..)  Enter your student number in the ID box.  Also check that your e-mail address is correct.
ALEKS will then give you a username and password.  Be sure to write them down somewhere safe.  You’ll use these to log in to ALEKS in the future.  (You won’t need that 20-character access code again.)
You can then start into ALEKS: go to the www.aleks.com homepage (or www.aleks.com/plugin, if you're behind a firewall), and log in with your new ALEKS username and password.
Assignment four:  do ALEKS's initial assessment
When you log in to ALEKS for the first time, ALEKS will give you an orientation to itself, showing you how to use it.  It will then give you an assessment of your basic algebra skills – there'll be about 25 or 30 questions – so that it will know what math you've already mastered.  (Note that your performance on this initial assessment will not affect your grade for the course.  It will just tell you and me what work you need to do to learn the course's content.)
Have some paper and a pencil next to you when you do this assessment, as you'll need to write out your work on each question.  You may also use a calculator for some of the questions – but do that only if the menu tab that says 'Calculator' is black, not if it's grey.  If it's black, you can use ALEKS's on‑screen calculator, or your own calculator.  But if you use a calculator when you shouldn't, ALEKS may put you into harder topics than you're ready for.

Assignment five:  work through the introductory ALEKS topics
For the first two weeks, you'll work through the 123 introductory topics in ALEKS Corporation's Beginning Algebra.  Your initial assessment will probably show that you've mastered many of these topics, and, if you're weak on any of them, ALEKS will help you pick up the pieces.  If you finish these topics early, great – I can move you on to the Intermediate Algebra level sooner.
When you start, based on the assessment you did for Assignment Four, ALEKS will show you a "pie" which will show what you know already and what you're ready to learn.  The pie will look something like this (remember it from the "take a tour" video?):

[image: image6.png]Ele Edt Vew Hstory Bookmarks

Tools tielp

G- @0 5 B a0 [IA o e confaelocaiesefo IohslasWaDGAGP YR Y SoF QEEGaIET T on 65, TMOWEN N Zay mab WY Iyssgonn v L0~ |

Google

Bookmarks

SunGard Higher Education | | A ALEKS - Kwantien Polytechnic U

A ALEKS: Gec Dean

=]

search: |

= LE Bookars Toobar
(2 os visted

P ot sted
Ltest Hoadines

) Web e Galery

= | Bookmarks Menu

5 RecertyBockmarked
B Recont Tags

) Gorage bands Fromthe s
@ Porzword ol Comvert
] The Cobert Reprt s ove
5 Aerwood strata
= Feymmanlectures
AC associated Content.
I AccessMyLibrary
3 Colege TobLinks
& B kwantlen
Kwartin ome
mwanten
et
Contact s
1] T sefservice
0 Moodle discussion roups
Learing Contrs webs.
] e o d LoginPage
£ coast Capital Online
CocRado?
I ntenet avcive
& sstarship concert
= s
A ALEKS homepage
A Erail support
B Alees worcers tc
A Math - Discusson Forum
3 Amazoncom
[S—
5 AriEaick
sccampus
5 camping

I

=

£ Intermediate Algsbra / ABEM 0011 part 2
{2 Basic Math / Carpenter's Math 2007-03
{2 Basic Math / Carpenter's Math 2007-11
{1 Basic Math / Fundamentsls

Gradebook

Reports

Homework

Progress Reportt | Homework Report | Scheduled Assessment Report

Full Progress ¥ || Quiz Report Time and Topic
Pie Chart. Test Report [Overall Report
Progress Reports Reports

Overall Report: 1 preMATQ1099 - spring 2010 / Beginning Algebra

Course Mastery
(0 of 356 Topics)
Complex Numbers and
Quadratic Equations
Radicals and Rational Exponents _

Rational Expressions
and Proportions

Integer Exponents and Polynomials

Functions, Lines, and
Systems of Equations

Quizzes Assessments  Worksheets

QuickTables

Tools

Course Code: XRDIN-FF6Y4

December 22, 2009

o event cue nthe future

Arithmetic Readiness

Course calendar

Real Numbers and Variables

Linear Equations and Inequalities

Detailed Learning Progress

(OTHER REPORTS: Leatning progess | Dverall Progressin Assessment | Individual Progress

Sorry, no data for this course

Copyight 2008 U Regents and ALEKS Corporation - ALEKS® s 2 registered trademaik of ALEKS Corporation. Pivacy Statament Updated: 5122108

Bsat| GOV EGSED & *E

| 3 2009 il 1@ ALEKS - Kwantien Pol.. (@) Lumini Platform E-ma .| 5] 0-Welcome to MATT 103,





For this introductory section, you'll just be working in the first three pie slices to get up to the white dotted lines – to what ALEKS calls an Intermediate Objective.  The topics in the other pies are included in the Intermediate Algebra course, so we'll see them there later.
Through your assessment, ALEKS will have decided which of the123 topics included up to the white dotted lines you already know, and, out of the remaining topics, it will have decided which you're ready to learn.  By moving your mouse onto each pie slice, it will show you these 'ready-to-learn' topics.

Choose one of these topics to work on.
When you choose a topic, ALEKS will give you a few questions on that topic.  If you need an explanation on a question, click on the "Explain" button.  (Note that the "Help" link in the blue area at the very top of the page is for help with the software of ALEKS; use the "Explain" button for help with the math itself.)  Work out the answer and enter it; after you enter your answer, click "next".  ALEKS will tell you if your answer was right or not.  Then click "next" to do another question.

After you get three or four questions in a row right, ALEKS will decide that you've mastered the topic, and bring you back to the pie to choose another topic to work on.  (Or you can tell it to let you practice more, if you wish.)

It's unlikely that ALEKS will let you choose a topic that you'll find too difficult, but if it does – if you can't get three or four in a row right fairly soon – you can click on the 'MyPie' icon at the top right, and choose another topic from your pie.  Or ALEKS might notice that you're having no luck, and suggest this.

After you've mastered ten or fifteen topics, ALEKS will give you another assessment, like the one you did at first, to make sure that it's all hanging together.  Then you work through another ten or fifteen topics, and do another assessment.  And so on…  You work through topics and assessments until you've mastered all the topics in the course.

Don't do an assessment when you're tired or hung over.  If you screw it up, ALEKS will haul you back to go over topics that you probably already know and just messed up on.  If this does happen, you can ask me to tell ALEKS to let you try the assessment again.  Hopefully you'll be able to do better on it that time, so  ALEKS can put you back up to where you were.
Assignment six (the rest of the course):  master all of the ALEKS topics
When you move into the Intermediate Algebra course, ALEKS will give you another assessment, and, just as before, based on assessment, ALEKS will show you a "pie" which will show what you know already and what you're ready to learn.  The pie will look something like this:
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There are a total of 321 topics inIntermediate Algebra.  Through your assessment, ALEKS will have decided which of these you already know, and, out of the remaining topics, it will have decided which you're ready to learn next.  By moving your mouse onto each pie slice, it will show you these 'ready-to-learn' topics.
Just as before, choose one of these topics to work on.  Get three or four in a row right and ALEKS will think you've mastered that topic and suggest you move on to choose another topic.  Master several topics in that way, and ALEKS will give you an assessment to ensure that it's all hanging together.  And so on until you've mastered the whole pie's worth of topics.
Course Schedule and Assignments
First week:  complete assignments one, two, three and four.

First and second weeks:  assignment five:  master the introductory topics in ALEKS's Beginning Algebra

Third through fourteenth weeks:  assignment six:  master as many ALEKS topics each week as you can, doing assessments as they come up
Fifteenth week:  do the Final Exam.

How will I determine your grade? 
First week:  Completing assignments one, three and four*:
5%
*Note: I can't tell whether you do assignment two, the ALEKS tour; I just strongly recommend that you do it.  Also note:  The mark for assignment four is not based on how well you do on the assessment, just on whether or not you did it before the end of the first week.  (If you registered late, I'll give you to the end of the second week.)
First and second weeks:

Mastering all of the 123 algebra review topics
5%
Third through fourteenth weeks:

Mastering about 10% of  the Intermediate Algebra topics remaining 
after your first assessment in this level, each week: 
60%
(graded each week at 5% per week, times 12 weeks = 60%)
For instance, if your first Intermediate Algebra assessment shows that you know 141 of the 321 topics already, you have 180 to go.  180 divided by 12 is 15, so you should aim to master at least 15 topics each week.  (Aim for more at first – say, 18 or 20 topics or more – so if you find later topics harder, you'll have time left for them).

Fifteenth week:  Final Exam, on-line via ALEKS
30%

Good luck!  Call me or drop me a line if you get stuck in any way!
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